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The study area
framework plan
highlights key assets and
physical features that
infarm infrastructure
recommendations.
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Recent private sector investments have significantly enhanced
west downtown. While additional such ventures are still
necessary, publie sector investments are also eritical to help
transform this area into a unique and authentic area of

Historic Downtown Boone.

West Downtown

Boone,NC

West Downtown ALIVE! is 5 collaborative planning effort among
High Country Pathways, the Appalachian District Health Department,
Watauga County, Boone Chamber of Commerce, and the

Downtown Boone Development Association.

BOONE

AREA CHEMIER O COMMERCE

Enhance Quality of Life, Connect Downtown
Emplogment Centers, and Create Great Streets...

We will have a vibrant, attractive;
walkable, bikable and transit-friendly
community that is financially,
socially, and environmentally
sustainable.

— Boone 2030 Land Use Plan, 2009

Our vibrant downtown and the
yniversity is surrounded by strong
neighborhoods, successful and
beautiful corridors, and an easily
accessible university campus.

- Boone 2030 Land Use Plan, 20049
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About the Design Consultant

Destination by Design is an economic development, land planning, and
promotions firm based in Boone, NC. Their office is located adjacent to the

West Downtown ALIVE! study area. Learn more at www.dbdplanning.com.

DESTINATION by DESIGN

planning + promoting quality of life

In & 2007 survey by
the State Center for
Health Statistics, 60%
of North Carolinians
reported that they
would increase their
level of physical activity
if they had better
access to walking and
bieyeling faeilities such
as sidewalks and trails.

should provide
preference to the
pedestrian and
cyclist and
encourage slow

“traffic calming”’

Purpose

For years, west downtown has been considered
rather bleak. But new, private sector investments
are beginning to counter that perception. The recent

canstruction of the Jewish Temple fostered the

“cleaning up” of the historic kraut factory site that
was once located on Boone Creek - or Kraut
Creek as it is aptly called. New businesses

have also opened along the west end of King
Street, demonstrating that immediate
proximity to Appalachian State University is not
a necessary factor for the success of a

service-oriented business in downtown Boone.

Other recent private sector investments have
significantly enhanced west downtown, as well.
While additional such ventures are still
necessary, public sector investments are also
critical to help transform this area into a
unique and authentic sector of Historic

Downtown Boone.

This plan creates a vision for transforming west
downtown into a vibrant and engaging part of
downtown Boone - a place where locals and

visitors alike will want to spend time, making it

truly come ALIVE!
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West Downtown

West King Street is a major gateway and "portal” to downtown
Boone, Bicycle and pedestrian facility improvements are not only
necessary for safety and mobility, but also help establish
downtown'’s brand and sense of place, Recommendations include
a west-bound (uphill) bike lane, sharrows marking a shared |
east-bound lane, and an improved sidewalk. -
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| Water Street should serve as a true downtown,
pedestrian-oriented street, Recommendations include a
north-bound (uphill) bike lane and south-bound on-street
parking. A street level dining area provides for additional
traffic calming and further protects pedestrians and
. cyclists accessing Howard Street and the proposed

b Boone Creek Greenway.
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place for all ages. This is a joint project of the Appalachian State Poplar Grove Road is prime for infill redevelopment. Other recommendations
University Division of Community Outreach and Watauga County. include creating a round-a-bout at the southern intersection of Water Street,
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v daylighting sections of Boone Creek, and creating a multi-use path and
Veteran's memorial along Boone Creek.

The old tobacco processing plant rammed-earth bridge provides an opportunity to
share the history of this area while creating a unique public space and downtown
destination. Recommendations include the repurposing of the old bridge into a
"Howering bridge™ and creating a historical marker anchored by an old factory scale
presently being stored by the Town of Boone,
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